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February 12, 2020  

 

Testimony of Jeffrey L. Diggs, Sr. in Support of SB 442:  

Public-Private Partnership Agreements - Minority Business Enterprise Programs 

 

Dear Chairman Guzzone and Members of the Budget and Taxation Committee: 

Senate Bill 442 proposes to restore the applicability of Maryland’s Minority Business Enterprise 

(MBE) program to public-private partnerships (P3s).  

As a certified small business owner in Maryland, I am keenly aware of the benefits of public-

private partnerships. P3s enable greater private sector participation, expertise, and mitigate risk 

for state agencies engaged in large infrastructure projects.  

Restoring the application of the MBE program to P3s would benefit my Minority Business 

Enterprise for several reasons. Restoring the application of the MBE program to P3s would 

benefit my Minority Business Enterprise for several reasons. One of which is the bottom line 

approach private business models bring. We can’t afford to cost over runs, therefore must work 

most effectively and efficiently as possible and bring innovation to maximize any profits we can 

envision, thus, the public/taxpayers benefit. As the Principal of Lynn Tyler Consulting, LLC, I 

bring experience as an employee of the private and public sector, and the primary reason of 

becoming a business owner. I have felt the pains of being a public sector employee and couldn’t 

effect change because of policy, yet as a employee of a private sector company I could perform a 

task that not only saved the public money, the private company made a profit. 

After the completion of the 2017 Business Disparities in the Maryland Market Area study, 

Chapter 340 of the 2017 Maryland Code reauthorized the MBE program for five more years. 

However, it did not restore the application of the program to P3s. Senate Bill 442 would restore 

that application, enabling my Minority Business Enterprise to thrive in Maryland.  

Thus, I urge a favorable report on Senate Bill 442. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

 

 

Jeffrey L. Diggs, Sr. 
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THE AMERICAN LEGION 
Department of Maryland 
Legislative Commission 

1020 Wallace Road        443.949.6322 
Crownsville MD 21032-1318       patguibao@icloud.com  
 

STATEMENT IN SUPPORT FOR SB 0417  
PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION – DISABELED VETERANS 

 
 

Chairman Guzzone, Vice Chairman Rosapeppe and distinguished members of the Senate 
Budget and Taxation Committee, 
 
The American Legion Department of Maryland strongly supports any fiscal legislation which 
awards a financial incentive to veterans and especially those who have been seriously injured 
in the line of duty on behalf of our nation. 
 
Senate Bill 417 will allow these service members to enjoy a greater disposable income, further 
improving their lives and those of their families. 
 
The American Legion, serving over 48,000 active duty, service veterans and their families 
throughout Maryland respectfully request a favorable report on SB 417, a most valuable 
measure. We very much appreciate Senator Salling for his steadfast support of veteran’s needs 
as well as the bipartisan support of the other sponsors. Thank you, and 
 
Yours, respectfully 
 
   Patrick Guibao 

 
Patrick J. Guibao 
Chairman 
THE AMERICAN LEGION 
Department of Maryland 
Legislative Commission 
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SENATE	BILL	417	–	SUPPORT	

Property	Tax	–	Credit	for	Disabled	Veterans	
Budget	and	Taxation	Committee	

February	12,	2020	
	

Good	afternoon	Chairman	Guzzone	and	Members	of	the	Budget	and	Taxation	Committee.	My	name	
is	Brian	Smith.	I	am	a	Navy	Veteran	and	a	volunteer	with	the	Maryland	Military	Coalition.	

The	Maryland	Military	Coalition	is	a	nonprofit,	all	volunteer,	Veterans	advocacy	group	
representing	the	interests	of	Maryland	Veterans,	Service	members,	and	their	Families.	Our	alliance	
consists	of	sixteen	organizations,	listed	on	the	following	page,	with	over	100,000	members.	We	
represent	about	one-fourth	of	Maryland’s	Veterans,	Service	members,	and	their	Families.		

The	Maryland	Military	Coalition	supports	Senate	Bill	417.	

As	you	know	this	bill	provides	a	county-optional,	partial,	sliding	scale	property	tax	exemption	for	
disabled	Veterans	rated	by	the	U.S.	Department	of	Veterans	Affairs	with	a	50-99%	service-
connected,	permanent	disability.	

Presently,	service-disabled	Veterans,	rated	100%	permanent	and	total,	and	their	surviving	spouses,	
are	entitled	to	a	full	property	tax	exemption	on	their	primary	residence.	There	are	approximately	
10,500	severely	disabled	Veterans	and	surviving	spouses	entitled	to	that	benefit.		

This	new	effort	would	potentially	afford	partial	property	tax	relief	to	over	24,000	additional	
severely	disabled	Veterans!	

A	50%	permanent	disability	rating	reflects	a	severe	condition,	where	the	life	and	livelihood	of	the	
Veteran	will	be	significantly	impacted.	Such	a	Veteran	is	far	less	likely	to	be	able	gain	and	maintain	
employment	and	is	far	more	likely	to	require	the	assistance	of	a	caregiver.	Since	the	caregiver	is	
often	the	Veteran’s	spouse,	the	spouse	is	challenged	in	maintaining	meaningful	employment.	The	
cumulative	effect	exacerbates	the	challenge	of	owning	and	remaining	in	a	home.	

In	one	of	my	final	Navy	assignments,	I	had	the	honor	of	leading	a	medical	holding	unit,	assisting	
over	180	wounded,	ill,	and	injured	Sailors	through	the	Military-Veterans	Affairs	disability	rating	
process	and	their	transition	back	to	civilian	life.	I	noted	a	distinct	demarcation	in	the	overall	health	
and	well-being	of	Sailors	that	were	rated	at	a	50%	disability	rating	or	higher.	

Their	cumulative,	permanent	medical	conditions	would	dramatically,	often	devastatingly,	impact	
the	rest	of	their	lives.	They	are	amongst	our	most	deserving,	yet	most	vulnerable	citizens.	

The	Maryland	Military	Coalition	believes	we	must	honor	the	service	and	acknowledge	the	sacrifice	
of	our	severely	disabled	Veterans.	Senate	Bill	417	does	so,	by	providing	greater	economic	viability	
for	severely	disabled	Veterans	and	the	Veterans’	family	caregivers	by	ensuring	their	ability	to	afford	
and	remain	in	their	homes.	

We	respectfully	request	a	favorable	report	for	Senate	Bill	417.			

	

For	questions	or	additional	information,	please	feel	free	to	contact	me	at	
BTSmith1184@outlook.com	or	by	calling	703.623.3678	



 

 

 
 

Member Organizations, Maryland Military Coalition 

 
 
Air Force Sergeants Association 

 
 
 
 
Commissioned Officers Association of the 
US Public Health Service 
 
 
 
 
Distinguished Flying Cross Association 

 
 
 
 
Jewish War Veterans of the USA 

 

 
 
 
 
Military Officers Association of America  

 
 
 
 
National Association for Black Veterans 

 
 
 
 
NOAA Association of Commissioned Officers  

 
 
 
 
The Retired Enlisted Association  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

American Military Society 

  
 
 
 
Disabled American Veterans 

 
 
 
 
 
Fleet Reserve Association 
 

 
 
 
Maryland Air National Guard Retirees’ 

Association 
 
 
 
 
Military Order of the Purple Heart  
 

 
 
 
Naval Enlisted Reserve Association 

 

 

 
 
Society of Military Widows 
 
 
 

 
Veterans of Foreign Wars  

 
 


